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Short comment by the authors:

The denazification process in occupied post-war Germany was based on the Law for
Liberation from National Socialism and Militarism of 5 March 1946 (p. 1). Decisions were
made by special lay courts ("Spruchkammer™). Appeals were dealt with by professional
appeal courts (“"Berufungskammer™). A Spruchkammer had classified Max Clara as Mitlaufer
([Nazi] follower) on 26 June 1947.

The decision of the Berufungskammer (appeal court) cleared Clara of being a follower. The
reasoning (Begriindung, p. 2) of the court gives two main reasons for this decision. First,
Clara had not been Gaudozentenfiihrer (district leader of lecturers), but only kommissarischer
Gaudozentenfuhrer (acting district leader of lecturers). Second, the court believed that he had
"offered resistance to the National Socialist dictatorship™” (aktiven Widerstand gegen die
nationalsozialistische Gewaltherrschaft geleistet, p. 2). The court explicitly bases this
decision on several "affidavits" (eidesstattliche Erklarungen).
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Aktenzeichen I. Instanz

Aut Grund des Gesetzes zur Befreiung von Nationalsozialismus und Militarismus vom 5. Mérz 1946 erldft die

inchen
Berufungskammer , bestehend aus
D, Flijcoe
: I T : . als Vorgitzender
Hensuer .
2, : als Beisitzer
==y ootk A z als Beisitzer
4, ' ] : als Beisifzer
5. « ; i e 818 Belgitzer
8. . als Gffentlicher Kldger
7. ' : als Protokollfiihrer
flax O e a a5, geb. 12.2,1890 9n Rlumeu,
gegen
folo i Hinchen, Rembrendtstr. 1
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