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Short comment by the authors: 
 
Letter from the Chief Prosecutor in Dresden regarding questions of the process of execution 
(executions in Saxony were all carried out in Dresden). We include a transcript of the 
handwritten part (p. 5). 
 
Page 4 (last paragraph) and 5 relate to the anatomical use of the bodies of the executed. 
Viermetz transmits Max Clara's request to be allowed to dissect all bodies regardless of the 
wishes of the relatives, with a particular interest in "brain and viscera" (Gehirn und 
Eingeweide), including Clara's reassurance that the outside appearance of the bodies (äussere 
Erscheinung der Leichen) would remain unchanged. In the handwritten section, Viermetz 
explicitly supports Clara's request "in view of the value of scientific research for the 
community and public health". 
 
 
Transcript of the handwritten part on p. 5: 
"Mit Rücksicht auf die Werte der wissenschaftlichen Forschung für die Allgemeinheit und die 
Volksgesundheit glaube ich die Bitte Dr Claras angelegentlich befürworten zu dürfen. 
Viermetz" 












