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Last year, in my opening editorial as incoming Chief Editor, I stated that “the ambition of the Journal is
[...] to be the best possible publication available to help, inform and open new horizons to junior and established
healthcare professionals and scientists who have an interest in (respiratory) medicine and science” [1]. At the
beginning of 2014, I would like to share with you some thoughts about the future of our Journal.

The Editorial Board recognises that impact factor remains, among other criteria, an important indicator of
quality in our academic world [1-3]. In this regard, we were delighted when the Journal’s impact factor
reached an unprecedented level of 6.355 (fig. 1), underscoring our position among the top publications in
the field of respiratory medicine. It is particularly noteworthy that the ERJ has solidified its position in this
domain when more than 300 original articles and reviews were published in the Journal in 2012. In our
quest to further increase our impact factor over the coming years, we will endeavour both to attract high-
quality manuscripts in our field and remain selective in our editorial decisions. It is thus likely that the
number of articles published per year will decrease slightly. However, the goal of promoting excellent
original research from a global worldwide authorship remains a core principle.

In 2013, the ERJ editors have worked very hard to evaluate more than 2000 submissions, but also to prepare
the launch of new series that will be published in our pages. Last December, the European Lung Corner was
published for the first time; in the future, it will provide regular updates from the European Union on key
pulmonary medicine issues [4, 5]. In the first half of 2014, a Back to Basics section will highlight emerging
concepts in physiology, immunology, biology, and experimental medicine and surgery. The first series of
new State of the Art articles will be published from the second half of 2014 onwards. Lastly, we will soon be
launching a novel From the Museum art series. In this exciting context, our readers have certainly noticed
that more editorials [6-8], debates [9, 10], perspectives [11, 12], statements, guidelines, reccommendations
[13-16], Assembly reports [17-19], letters and correspondences [20] have been published in our pages,
providing a broad range of updated information for our community. Of note, letters and correspondences
are now published in an Agora section [20] in which we wish to further highlight original research and
debate in our fast-growing field.

As expected, the transition between the last editorial team and the new one has been seamless, thanks to a
remarkable group of international Associate Editors, Advisors and Editorial Board members. I would like to
highlight here the outstanding commitment of Anh Tuan Dinh-Xuan, former Chief Editor and current
Deputy Chief Editor of the ER], the tireless support of the ERS Publication Committee, chaired by Wisia
Wedzicha, and the hard work of our Publication Office in Sheffield led by Elin Reeves and Neil Bullen.
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Finally, the editorial staff of the ERJ wishes its readers and authors a happy and prosperous New Year and
we look forward to sharing more good news with you all in the future.
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