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Dear ERJ, 
 
We thank Tobin and Jubran for their interest in our data [1]. As they state, it is an extension of a body of 
work that they helped establish over 30 years ago. 
 
We don't have reliable data on whether these patients were ventilated or not, as the electronic data that 
we had access to excluded the period of time when patients were admitted to intensive care. For those 
patients with a paired pulse oximeter and ABG reading with a reading of < 85% arterial saturations (unique 
patients n = 644), 287 (45%) were labelled as eligible for escalation to ICU and of these 143 (50%) were 
admitted to ICU within 24 hours of the blood gas measurement, and 172 (60%) were admitted to ITU at 
any point during the whole admission period. 
 
Yours sincerely. 
 
Colin Crooks 
Joe West 
Tim Card 
Dominic Shaw 
Mark Simmonds 
Andrew Fogarty 
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