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Shareable abstract (@ERSpublications)
Country reports to WHO show low TB preventive treatment (TPT) coverage in contacts of people
with TB, below global targets. More efforts are needed to find and evaluate TB contacts, help
them access better regimens and complete TPT. https://bit.ly/3sp0FA3
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To the Editor:

Tuberculosis (TB) remains a major public health challenge and one of the leading infectious killers in the
world [1]. Approximately one-fourth of the world’s population is estimated to be infected with TB bacilli,
creating a large pool of individuals who can develop TB and die from it in the coming years [2, 3]. In the
absence of an effective vaccine, measures to diagnose and treat both TB disease and TB infection remain
pivotal to reduce global TB incidence to levels envisaged by the End TB Strategy of the World Health
Organization (WHO) and other international commitments [4, 5]. Giving medication to treat TB infection,
known as TB preventive treatment (TPT), is an established part of care for people living with HIV, contacts
of TB patients, people on immunotherapy and others at risk of developing TB [6]. The effectiveness of TPT
depends on the correct identification of people who would most benefit from it, the use of regimens of
proven efficacy and maximising adherence to treatment to the end. Unless these measures are implemented
consistently, treatment may have negative repercussions on TB transmission and healthcare costs [7].
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