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Visual abstract 

 

Based on three distinct physiopathological models (OSA patients, healthy volunteers submitted to 

intermittent hypoxia (IH) and endothelial cells submitted to IH) we show that IH induces vascular 

endothelial cadherin (VE-cadherin) phosphorylation, cleavage and increased endothelial permeability. 

By using various inhibitors (red arrows) we identified ROS, HIF-1, VEGF receptor and Src tyrosine kinase 

as components of the signalling pathway leading to this cleavage.  


