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To the Editor:

A high prevalence of venous thromboembolism (VTE) has been reported during intensive care unit (ICU)
hospitalisation in patients with severe coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) [1, 2]. In most cases, the
diagnosis of pulmonary embolism (PE) was incidental as patients underwent computed tomography
pulmonary angiography (CTPA) for aggravation of their respiratory condition. Higher mortality is also
described in patients with high D-dimer levels suggesting that VTE complication may contribute to
unfavourable prognosis [3, 4]. Even though, prevalence of thromboembolic complications during ICU
hospitalisation seems to be high, the prevalence of pulmonary embolism at hospital admission for
COVID-19 is unknown and may be underestimated.
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