Supplementary figure 1. Patient flow

Optimum Patient Care Research Database
Patients=2,866,704

J

Never received an OCS
Patients= 2,294,840

Received an OCS
Patients= 571,864 (19.9%)

J

< 26 wk baseline or 12 wk outcome
or IPD outside 01/01/2004 and 31/12/2014
Patients= 171,531

26 wk baseline & 12 wk outcome
between 01/01/04 and 31/12/14
Patients= 400,333 (14.0%)

J

Age <2 yrs or >65 yrs at IPD
Patients= 118,331

Aged 22 and < 65 yrs
Patients= 282,002 (9.8%)

J

<3 wheezing or asthma episodes ever
Patients= 208,506

23 episodes of asthma/wheeze ever
Patients= 73,496 (2.6%)

J

No Read code for asthma
(or wheeze in <5 yr olds) during baseline
Patients= 403

Read code for asthma
(or wheeze in <5 yr olds) during baseline
Patients= 73,093 (2.5%)

J

25 antibiotic prescriptions in baseline
Patients= 215

No maintenance antibiotics
(<5 Rx in baseline)
Patients= 72,878 (2.5%)

J

OCS prescription during baseline
Patients= 3802

No OCS prescriptions during baseline
Patients= 69,076 (2.4%)

J

Other chronic respiratory disease
Patients= 1,084

No other chronic respiratory disease
Patients= 67,992 (2.4%)

J

COPD diagnosis in patients 2 19 yrs
Patients= 4,933

No COPD diagnosis in patients =2 19 yrs
Patients= 63,059 (2.2%)

J

No ICS or LTRA prescription during baseline
Patients= 16,698

ICS or LTRA prescription during baseline
Patients= 46,361 (1.6%)

J

No asthma/wheeze consult at IPD
Patients= 17,724

Asthma/wheeze consult at IPD
Patients= 28,637 (1.0%)

OCS: Oral Corticosteroid; IPD: Index Prescription Date; COPD: Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease; ICS: Inhaled Corticosteroid; LTRA: Leukotriene Receptor Antagonist.




