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Initial search (2017): n = 7,068 
Second search (2018): n = 470 

Third search (2019): n = 1,403 

Records after duplicates 

removed 
n = 6,338 

Abstracts retrieved for evaluation 
n =2,380 

Full texts retrieved and reviewed 
n =1,889 

Articles included in data 

extraction and methodological 

quality assessment 
n = 35 

Records excluded based on title only n = 3,958 

Records excluded based on abstract n = 491 

Records excluded based on full text n = 1,854 
- Review exposure not measured n = 1,177 
- Review outcome not measured n = 656 
- Incorrect study design n = 21 

 

Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses flowchart of articles for 
inclusion in a systematic review of the effect weight status on asthma medication use in asthma. 

 


