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To the Editor:

Cancer patients are particularly vulnerable to coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) [1–3]. These
individuals are not only more susceptible to this infection, but also more frequently develop severe
pneumonia during the disease course [1–3]. One factor associated with an increasing risk for developing
severe events in this population is oncologic therapy, especially cytotoxic chemotherapy. Therefore, some
oncologists and societies recommend that chemotherapy should generally not be started until COVID-19
symptoms have completely resolved and viral testing becomes negative [3, 4]. Additionally, some cancer
patients who have recovered from infection are recommended to withhold, postpone, or switch to
alternative routes of chemotherapy (e.g. oral instead of intravenous infusion) until the end of the
COVID-19 pandemic [3, 4].
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