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To the Editor:

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) patients were first reported in Wuhan, in the Hubei province of
China, in December 2019; the disease then spread to all provinces of China and >90 countries over the
next 2 months [1–5]. By 7 March 2020, COVID-19 had infected >90000 people and led to >3000 deaths
[6]. There are ∼20 million people living in Shenzhen, China, of which the external population from the
internal area of China, including Hubei province, account for a large proportion. The high population
density, the significant proportion of the external population and the high levels of mobility may have
increased the possibility of the COVID-19 outbreak [7, 8]. The first COVID-19 patient in Shenzhen was
admitted on 9 January 2020, and 419 cases were confirmed by 7 March 2020, ranking Shenzhen the top
city outside Wuhan. Most of these patients were imported cases from the Hubei province, and there was
no large-scale transmission or nosocomial infection in Shenzhen, until now.
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