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Multiple breath washout is likely to gain clinical relevance due to the recent availability of reference
data. This may stimulate its clinical applicability in CF and other small airway diseases. http://bit.ly/
2Wa72qE
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Often, the past can help us more than we realise. The European Respiratory Journal has, since its early
childhood about 30 years ago, demonstrated that publication of reference values for various lung function
tests is something that receives priority. Although one may argue that publication of reference values for
lung function tests will not yield a Nobel Prize, everyone will agree that valid and reliable reference values
are crucial for proper interpretation of test results of our patients and, therefore, indispensable for
providing optimal care in respiratory medicine. In that sense, we owe the authors of such papers a lot.
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