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To the Editor:

Diagnosing tuberculosis (TB) in people living with HIV (PLHIV) remains challenging in part, because of
its diversity of clinical manifestations, including high rates of extra-pulmonary and disseminated disease
[1]. In particular, disseminated TB, involving multiple organ systems, is associated with high mortality but
often presents non-specifically, which may hinder prompt diagnosis [2, 3]. Xpert MTB/RIF (Xpert;
Cepheid, Sunnyvale, CA, USA), is currently recommended by the World Health Organization (WHO) as
the first line assay for evaluating a subset of extra-pulmonary TB disease (EPTB) manifestations [4]. To
detect specific forms of EPTB, such as pleural TB, TB meningitis or TB lymphadenitis, Xpert may require
an invasive sample to be collected, which often limits its use for EPTB detection to hospitals where
appropriate equipment is available and invasive sampling can be safely performed. Furthermore, even
when concomitant pulmonary disease is present, it can be very difficult to obtain sputum in the sickest
HIV patients to submit for Xpert testing [5, 6]. Therefore, an urgent priority for improving TB detection
among PLHIV remains the development of rapid, point-of-care (POC) assays that use an easily obtainable
clinical specimen, such as urine, and that have good diagnostic accuracy for both pulmonary and EPTB,
including disseminated disease [7].
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