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ERS supports the World Health Organization’s Framework Convention on Tobacco Control, which
also provides regulation to novel products, and cannot recommend tobacco harm reduction as a
population-based strategy http://bit.ly/2rxTZ5b
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Medical experts and federal health officials in USA have recently warned the public from using
e-cigarettes, as the number of people with a severe lung illness rose to over 1600 cases, 34 of these fatal.
An illustrative case is reported in the European Respiratory Journal [1]. Health officials state that “vaping
is a probable potential cause” but no firm conclusions can yet be drawn. In this light it is interesting to
discuss the concept of tobacco harm reduction. The European Respiratory Society (ERS) Advocacy
Council’s Tobacco Control Committee has recently launched an ERS position paper on this topic [2].
From this paper we would like to draw attention to some of the major issues of harm reduction.
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