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Records after removing: 
-          Non-English  
-          Duplicates 
-          Case reports, letters, editorials 
-          References with no abstracts 
-          References with irrelevant titles 

(n = 70) 

Records excluded 
(n = 42) 

Records after abstract evaluation 
(n = 48) 

Records excluded 
(n = 22) 

Studies after full-text evaluation 
sent to Task Force Section members 

for further consideration 
(n = 35) 

Records excluded 
(n = 13) 



 

 

FLOW CHART: SECTION 2 (Sections 2A to 2H) 
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Records after removing: 
-          Non-English  
-          Duplicates 
-          Case reports, letters, editorials 
-          References with no abstracts 
-          References with irrelevant titles 

(n = 1318) 
[S2A: 189, S2B: 42, S2C: 218, S2D: 211,  
S2E: 294, S2F: 142, S2G: 74, S2H: 148] 

 

Records excluded 
(n = 2401) 

Records after abstract evaluation 
(n = 559) 

[S2A: 54, S2B: 34, S2C: 94, S2D: 88,  
S2E: 104, S2F: 74, S2G: 32, S2H: 79] 

 

Records excluded 
(n = 759) 

Studies after full-text evaluation sent to 
Task Force Section members for further 

consideration 
(n = 315) 

[S2A: 27, S2B: 27, S2C: 56, S2D: 47,  
S2E: 65, S2F: 23, S2G: 17, S2H: 53] 

 

Records identified through database 
searching 
(n = 3719) 

[S2A: 434, S2B: 52, S2C: 754, S2D: 554, 
S2E: 806, S2F: 408, S2G: 208, S2H: 503] 

Records excluded 
(n = 244) 
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Records after removing: 
-          Non-English  
-          Duplicates 
-          Case reports, letters, editorials 
-          References with no abstracts 
-          References with irrelevant titles 

(n = 188) 

Records excluded 
(n = 259) 

Records after abstract evaluation 
(n = 120) 

Records excluded 
(n = 139 68) 

Studies after full-text evaluation 
sent to Task Force Section members 

for further consideration 
(n = 28) 

Records excluded 
(n = 92) 



 

 

FLOW CHART: SECTION 4 
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Records after removing: 
-          Non-English  
-          Duplicates 
-          Case reports, letters, editorials 
-          References with no abstracts 
-          References with irrelevant titles 

(n = 205) 

Records excluded 
(n = 202) 

Records after abstract evaluation 
(n = 112) 

Records excluded 
(n = 93) 

Studies after full-text evaluation 
sent to Task Force Section members 

for further consideration 
(n = 39) 

Records excluded 
(n = 93 73) 


