Supplement 2. Flow chart of the study selection for the methodological review

281 records (28 identified through Medline,
253 identified through Embase)

32 duplicates

249 records screened (title and abstract)

16 full-text articles assessed
for eligibility

231 records excluded:
Comments/editorial (3)
Reviews (6)

Treatment guidelines (2)
Not relevant (22

10 studies included in the
methodological review

6 full-text articles excluded:
Combination therapy (2)
No information on effect
estimates on mortality (4)

(Searching the reference list of
articles screened did not
disclose any further studies)







